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Dear Parents, 

 

Another busy week last week 

saw the Todd Woodbridge Cup 

tennis gala day for students in 

Years 3 & 4 proceed on a 

beautiful, fine sunny day.  From 

all accounts our students were 

well behaved, participated 

enthusiastically and had lots of 

fun.  Good sportsmanship and a 

positive attitude was evident, 

with special recognition of this 

going to Hayden Crossley and 

Khyla Warren with both 

students awarded a pair of 

sports socks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also on Friday, representatives 

from the SRC, together with 

some senior students travelled 

to the Long-term Residential  

 

wing of the Gundagai Hospital 

where they spent some time 

socialising and chatting to the 

residents and playing some 

musical items.  Thank you and 

congratulations to Kayla 

Byrne, Amy Myers and Lilah 

Norden who all stepped up at 

short notice and performed 

beautifully for the residents.  

Thank you to Kelly, Kerrie 

Stewart, Bec and Mitch for 

assisting with the transport.  It 

was a lovely experience for all 

involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam Veterans Day 

 
Today, our school leaders 

participated in the remembrance 

ceremony at ANZAC Grove to 

recognise Vietnam Veterans’ 

Day.  Although the actual day 

of recognition was yesterday 

(18th August) it was felt that 

more people would be able to 
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attend today.  Thank you to our 

school leaders who represented 

the school with pride. 

 

P & C Meeting 

 

 
At our P & C meeting last 

Wednesday, I spoke about the 

changes to our class structures 

for this term and provided some 

insight into how I have been 

able to timetable classes so that 

students are frequently being 

supported in their learning in 

their smaller class groupings 

from earlier in the year.  I 

wanted to share some of that 

with everyone to help you 

understand how the classes are 

operating, and how lucky we 

are able to provide many 

smaller grouping opportunities. 

 

Monday 

9.15 – 10.15 

Miss McLennan – K/1 

Literacy 

Mrs Hillier – 2/3/4 – Kelly & 

Joe 

Mrs McAlister 3/5/6 – Mrs 

Matthews 

10.15 – 11.15 – Miss 

McLennan – Small Group 5/6 

Mrs Matthews – Small Group 

MultiLit 5 – 6 

Mrs Hillier 2/3/4 

Kelly – Small Groups Year  

1 & K separately 

11-45 – Mrs Hillier – Maths 

Groups K – 4 

Kelly – Maths Group from  

K – 4 

Miss McLennan – Maths 

Group 3/5 

Mrs McAlister- Maths Group 

5/6 

2pm Mrs Matthews – Minilit 

Group from K – 4 

Tuesday 

9-15 – K – 1 to tennis lesson; 

Class  Yr 2 – 4  

10.00 –  Yr 2 - 3 to tennis 

lesson; Class K – 1 

10.45 – Yrs 5 & 6 tennis lesson; 

Class Yr 3 & 5 

11.45 – Yrs 3/4/5 combination 

to tennis; Class 5 & 6 

Minilit lesson from K – 4 – 

10.45 

Multilit lesson from 3/5/6 – 

11.45 

Wednesday 

9-15 – 5/6 Senior band Ms 

Wild 
2/3/4 – Coding with Ms Sini 

K – 1 Class with Mrs 

McAlister 

10.15 – All 3/4 Band Lesson 

5/6 Literacy, K/1/2 – Literacy 

Mrs Hillier 
Multilit – Mrs Matthews some 

5/6 

11.45 – K/1 Music lesson, 2 – 6 

Combined “Wake n Shake’, 

team sport 

12-15 – 2/3/4 Music, K – 1 Mrs 

Hillier 

2.00 – Mrs Matthews - Minilit 

Group from K – 4 

Thursday 

Support in classrooms from 

Jess (Chaplaincy) for the 

gardening and cooking/healthy 

living program.  Each class is 

involved in cooking – again the 

K/1 class and 2/3/4 class is split 

into 2 groups and the 5/6 class 

and allows specific time for the 

other students in small groups 

learning support from Miss O 

in 3/4/5 Maths, 

Scripture classes – students split 

into different groups 

Music group – K/1 music, 

individual music lesson, Yr 2 

Recorder group; 2 – 6 Choir 

Friday 

Minilit and Multilit programs 

operating together with 

classroom support and smaller 

group learning with SLSO’s 

 

It is a very complicated 

timetable and you may not 

understand it completely, 

however rest assured that the  

K – 4 class and the 3/5/6 class 

do not operate as whole classes 

each day of the week.  There 

are ample opportunities for our 

smaller teacher groupings and it 

has been designed with our 

students in mind and what we 

believe will help to achieve the 

best student outcomes. 

Please also bear in mind; that I 

have always tried to support all 

our students’ learning by 

employing additional teachers 

when possible so our class sizes 

have a smaller number and in 

addition we are so fortunate to 

have 3 almost full time School 

Learning Support Officers 

(SLSO’s) who are there to 

support all students.  This is a 

very rare treat for our school - 

other schools with over 100 or 

200 or even 300 students do not 

have even 1 full time SLSO.  

Tumut Public School has 1 part 

time SLSO for 350+ students. 

Mrs Matthews assists with the 

delivery of the evidence based 

explicit systematic delivery of 

the Minilit and Multilit 

programs to support our 

students; whilst Kelly and Mr 

Joe support all students from  

K – 6 and although funding 

comes specifically from the 

DET for students with Specific 

Identified and High Support 

needs, they are working to 

support all students and no 

student who receives support 

funding has exclusive rights to 

support only for them.  It will 

be lovely to see this support 

distributed evenly amongst all 

the students, to rebalance the 

equity.  Also bear in mind that 

in any class e.g. Yrs 4, within 

the class there may be students 

operating at a Stage 1 (Yr 1 – 2) 

level through to a Stage 3 or 4 

level (Yr 5, 6 or 7). 

If you have any concerns at all 

or if you need clarification or 

understanding around our 

structure, please make an 

appointment time an come and 



have a chat.  It is the best way 

to find out the facts. 

 

Book Fair & Assembly 

 

 
 

Don’t forget we will be holding 

our book fair and assembly this 

Wednesday, with students being 

encouraged to come dressed as 

their favourite book character.  

Book prizes are on offer for our 

classes!  There will be a 

special “Room on the 

Broom” lunch deal.  

Please see the attached 

information.  Assembly 

begins at 2.00pm and the Book 

Parade at 1.00pm.  Parents and 

students may purchase books 

prior to assembly from 1-15 – 

2-00pm. 

 

Canteen Network 
Meeting 

Gundagai South will be hosting 

the next network Canteen 

meeting for our area to be held 

this Tuesday morning.  Our 

thanks to Lianne Blundell for 

volunteering to host the 

meeting.  Such opportunities to 

showcase our beautiful school 

are very much appreciated and 

it’s important for us as a school 

to be positive and proactive 

about this to promote our 

school. 

 

Newspaper Article 

 

It was wonderful to see the 

positive promotion of our 

school in the two most recent 

editions of the Gundagai 

Independent.  Our thanks to 

Helen Castles for her support 

in including some great photos 

and words about our school. 

 

Excursion Costs 

 

Following our excursion to 

Sydney in Week 2, the final 

costings have been tallied and I 

would like to share these with 

you to give you some 

understanding of the fantastic 

experiences your children were 

lucky enough to enjoy. 

 
Opera House         $336 

Rocks Walking Tour        $387 

Police & Justice Museum         $195 

Museum of Sydney              $195 

Elizabeth Farm          $375 

Taronga Zoo          $450 

Aquarium                      $335 

Observatory          $375 

Opal Cards          $290 

Maritime Museum        $281 

YHA Accommodation          $12888 

Goodes Coaches                      $5750 

Fruit/Snacks                              $200 

Fruit Boxes/Chips        $120 

TOTAL                                 $22177 
 

Cost to the school of $887.08 

per student.   

 

Not Every Act of 
Meanness in Bullying! 

One of our jobs is to help 

children and young people to 

interpret events proportionally.  

In recent times, there has been a 

shift involving the wording 

application of ‘trauma’, 

‘depression’ and ‘bullying’.  

When these very meaningful 

words are misused, their misuse 

can result in unwanted 

consequences.  What might be 

the ‘unkind’ behaviour of 

another may, actually not be 

‘bullying’.  By determining the 

difference between unkindness 

and bullying, we can teach kids 

resilience and how to cope with 

conflict. 

Conflict is unfortunately a part 

of life that we all deal with, no 

matter what age. 

According to “Bullying No 

Way”, the National Australian 

definition of bullying is: 

 

The key terms in the definition 

of bullying is ‘misuse of power’ 

and ‘repeated’. The key terms 

in the definition of what 

is not bullying is ‘between 

equals’ and while conflicts or 

mean and hurtful behaviour 

may upset a child tremendously, 

by labelling the mean behaviour 

‘bullying’ we may be 

disempowering children. 

 

It is important for children to 

understand the difference 

between someone being 

insensitive or mean and what 

constitutes bullying behaviour 



because being able to 

successfully resolve and 

navigate these situations is a 

huge step in their emotional 

growth and maturity. If the 

situation is deemed to be simply 

mean or hurtful behaviour it is 

important not to over-play this 

through misleading terminology 

(i.e. bullying) and offer ways 

for the child to address and 

resolve this themselves. 

 

Parents who react too 

defensively for their child at 

every negative encounter with 

their child’s peers may be doing 

more harm than good. In later 

years, the child may not have 

the necessary tools to 

independently handle conflict 

and may feel ‘victimised’ in 

situations that don’t go their 

way, potentially causing social 

engagement and relationship 

difficulties in later life. 

 

Further in her article in 

Psychology Today, Eileen 

Kennedy-Moore, wrote: 

… calling every act of meanness 

bullying sends an unhealthy 

message: It says to kids, 

‘You’re fragile. You can’t 

handle it if anyone is even 

slightly unkind to you.’  As 

these children grow older, they 

demonstrate less resilience, 

sometimes publicly. The kids 

got more easily and deeply 

upset about perceived offenses, 

including situations that were 

unpleasant, but weren’t really 

bullying. Beyond stunting their 

emotional maturity, their 

heightened reactions had 

negative social consequences, 

as peers responded by 

disengaging from them. 

 

By defining the behaviour 

correctly, we are encouraging 

our kids to assess and respond 

in a way that with long term 

practice, creates resiliency and 

emotional maturity.  

 

I hope you take the time to read 

the attached article to help you 

understand social interactions. 

 

Professional Learning 

 

This Thursday, I will be 

attending the Gundagai 

Network Principals’ meeting 

being held at Gundagai High 

School. 

 

Trent Barrett Gala Day 
Years 3 & 4 

 

The Trent Barrett Gala Day is 

being held in Gundagai on 

Wednesday 28th August. 
We will be taking a girls team 

with all Year 3 – 4 girls 

participating in the combined 

Small Schools’ team.  Please 

complete and return the 

attached permission note.  A 

draw with game times will 

hopefully be included on next 

week’s newsletter when we 

have received the relevant 

information. 

A canteen will be operating on 

the day. 

Parents will be required to assist 

with transport please.  The day 

will run from approximately 

9.30 – 2.30pm but more exact 

times when we receive the 

draw. 

Radio News 

 

Don’t forget to tune into school 

news on the radio station 

Sounds of the Mountains 94.3.  

This can be heard each school 

Monday morning at 

approximately 9.45am. 

 

Week 6:   Monique & Jade 

Week 7:   Amy & Sam 

Week 8:   Teleah & Marco 

Week 9:   Kayla & Khyla 

Week 10: Tahlira & Dusty 

 

 

School Banking 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to send in your 

Bendigo School Banking. 

Banking will be collected every 

Wednesday. 

 

Healthy Recess and 
Lunch 

 

Congratulations to our 

healthy recess and 

lunch awards winners 

for Week 4 

 

Recess award -  Jack Clarke 

Lunch award -   Lilah Norden 

 

 

 

 
 



PBL- Uniform Winners 

 

 
Congratulations to our weekly 

uniform award winners for 

Week 4– David Foster, Jade 

Harvey, Josie Warren 
 

PBL Red, Green, Pink & 
Blue Level 

 

Congratulations to the 

following students who have 

achieved Green level – Positive 

Behaviour for Learning. 

Jack Clarke 
 

PBL Weekly Focus Area  

 

 

 

 

This week our focus areas for 

PBL will be “Lunch Areas” in 

the playground and 

“Assembly” for our Classroom. 

 

Playground –Lunch Area 

 

Respect:  Stay seated. 

 

Responsibility:  Eat your lunch 

 

Care:  Pack Up.  Report 

problems. 

 

Classroom – Assembly  

 

Respect: Follow instructions. 

 

Responsibility:  Sit quietly and 

listen 

 

Care: Show manners. 

 

Please discuss our focus areas 

with your children this week. 

 

 Student of the Week 

 

5/6 – Jasmine Hayes – 

Improved results and 

enthusiastic participation in 

times tables activities. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/3/4 – Jaylee Coulcher – For 

her great choice of language, 

ideas and imagination to rewrite 

the ending of the story ‘Fox’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K/1 -  Ethan Hourn – For 

always displaying polite and 

respectful behaviour in the 

classroom and attempts all tasks 

with a positive attitude. 

 

 

Gold Star Award 

 

5/6 – Monique Hayes – 

Independently volunteering to 

pick up rubbish in the 

playground. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/3/4 – Hayden Crossley – For 

his excellent participation and 

sportsmanship during the Todd 

Woodbridge Tennis Cup 

 

K/1 - Judd Longhurst – For 

working hard on his speech and 

his enthusiasm to share his 

learning with others. 

 

 

 

 

 



How 2 Learn 

 

5/6 – Kayla Byrne – 

Persevering with STEM 

activities and volunteering to 

play her flute for the residents 

of the Long Term wing at 

Gundagai Hospital. 

 

  

2/3/4 – Angus Dowell – For his 

positive attitude towards his 

learning in mathematics, always 

wanting to take on more 

challenging activities. 

 

K/1 – Kayden Gould – 

Listening carefully to 

instructions and willingly takes 

on tasks that may seem 

challenging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P & C Minutes 

 

 

 
The minutes from the P & C 

meeting held last Wednesday 

are attached for your 

information. 

 

Pip 

 

Canteen 

 

Wednesday 21st  

August 

Lianne Blundell  

 

Friday 23rd 

August  

Lianne Blundell 

 

Monday 26thh 

August 

 Lianne Blundell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 


